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HONORING DALE MAJERCZYK 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dale Majerczyk as he retires as city 
manager for the city of Essexville Michigan. 
After 15 years as city manager, Mr. 
Majerczyk’s last date will be on Friday, Janu-
ary 14th. 

During his tenure as city manager, Mr. 
Majerczyk has worked to improve the city of 
Essexville. He was instrumental in securing 
funding to reconstruct streets, upgrade the 
waste treatment plant, develop the industrial 
park, build a new Department of Public Works 
facility, develop a brownfield plan for the city, 
fund landfill testing, and secured funding for a 
sewer project. He has represented the city 
with various local, state and national organiza-
tions. He helped start Kids Fest and assisted 
local businesses with expansion and develop-
ment. 

Prior to his work with the city of Essexville, 
Mr. Majerczyk worked for the city of Petoskey, 
the city of Traverse City and the Teamsters 
State, County and Municipal Workers Local 
214. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Central Michigan University and has sev-
eral public service and mediation certifications. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Dale 
Majerczyk as he retires as the city manager of 
the city of Essexville and I wish him the best 
in his future endeavors. 
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ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, this week marks 
the one year anniversary of the horrific earth-
quake that struck our neighbor Haiti last year, 
killing over 200,000 men, women, and children 
including U.S. citizens. I join my colleagues in 
commemorating this somber event and in re-
affirming the commitment of our nation to con-
tinue to work with the Haitian people and gov-
ernment to not only rebuild Haiti, but make a 
better Haiti. 

There has been progress in the recovery 
from the devastating earthquake and I applaud 
the individuals within the State Department, 
USAID, the U.S. embassy in Haiti, and the 
many people from communities throughout our 
country, including my district in Wisconsin, 
who have volunteered, donated money, and 
gone to Haiti in the past year to try and make 
life a little better for those who have suffered 
so much. I also want to highlight and applaud 
the brave men and women in our military who 
were our nation’s first responders during the 
deadly and dark first days of this catastrophe 
and in the months following the earthquake. 
For many Haitians, these men and women 
were the first face of hope in a hopeless situa-
tion. 

Nonetheless, we are all aware of the var-
ious challenges that Haiti continues to face 
and will face for the foreseeable future. We all 

see the tent cities. Over a million people are 
still waiting for both ‘‘temporary’’ and perma-
nent housing solutions. Dozens of issues, from 
resolving disputes over land ownership to rub-
ble removal still need to be addressed. For far 
too many, permanent housing solutions are no 
closer today than they were on January 13, 
2010. 

Other challenges remain. A cholera out-
break has killed over 3,500 people and affects 
over 150,000 more. Millions of cubic meters of 
rubble still remain in Port Au Prince. Add to 
this mix the controversy and ‘‘irregularities’’ 
surrounding the recently held Presidential and 
Parliamentary elections and there are plenty of 
obstacles to rebuilding Haiti. These come on 
top of the challenges existing pre-earthquake. 

Additionally, I am distressed and disgusted 
by the recent reports about the continuing sex-
ual violence and assault being committed in 
these camps against women and girls. When 
displacement occurs, whether because of con-
flict or natural disaster, women almost always 
suffer the most severe deprivations and con-
sequences. According to UNICEF, a lack of 
security and the ‘‘hard living conditions’’ in the 
camps have been major factors increasing the 
risk of violence against women and girls. 

Our Haiti efforts must prioritize—less with 
words and with more deeds and actions—the 
rights of vulnerable Haitian women and girls. 
And first and foremost, must be their imme-
diate protection against these despicable as-
saults which violate basic human rights. We 
must strengthen the UN peacekeeping mission 
and the Haitian police so they can make stop-
ping these attacks a priority. 

According to Amnesty International, the risk 
of rape and other forms of gender-based vio-
lence in Haiti’s camps has increased ‘‘dramati-
cally’’ in the past year and ‘‘Women and girls, 
already struggling to come to terms with the 
grief and trauma of losing their loved ones, 
homes and livelihoods in the earthquake, are 
living in camps in tents that cannot be made 
secure, with the constant threat of sexual vio-
lence. Without access to medical care and 
with little prospect of receiving any support or 
seeing their attackers brought to justice, sur-
vivors see no end to their plight.’’ 

The U.S. and international community then 
must drastically increase their attention and 
focus on preventing this violence against 
women and girls immediately. It is also critical 
for the U.S. to push the Haitian government 
and other international donors to include 
women and girls in the rebuilding and recov-
ery decisionmaking process and plans. 

Their have also been reports of significant 
delays in moving the aid that Congress ap-
proved for Haiti relief, recovery, and rebuilding 
out of the federal agencies and into the hands 
of partners on the ground in Haiti. What we 
need to see in 2011 is not a trickle of assist-
ance but a downpour and I hope that these 
unnecessary delays have been resolved and 
the Administration will move to ensure that this 
relief gets to the Haitian people. 

We also need to continue to make efforts to 
strengthen the ability of the Haitian govern-
ment to take the lead in responding to the 
long-term rebuilding and recovery needs of the 
Haitian people. U.S. aid to Haiti, to the max-
imum extent possible, must be directed 
through or with the input of the duly-elected 
Haitian government. While the well-docu-
mented problems with recent elections make 
this goal even more difficult in the short term, 

I think we all understand that the future for 
Haiti depends on it having an effective, ac-
countable, and transparent government that 
responds to the needs of its people. 

Ramping up housing efforts is also critical at 
this moment. More than 1 million people—ap-
proximately 380,000 of whom are children— 
still live in crowded camps. USAID has re-
ported that it has spent over $100 million for 
emergency and transition shelters, including 
temporary shelters designed to last up to three 
years. By the end of 2010, its temporary solu-
tions were able to house almost 60,000 Hai-
tians. It is an understatement to say more 
needs to be done. 

Additionally, in the mix of all this, sometime 
this year, the President must also decide 
whether to continue Temporary Protected Sta-
tus (TPS) for Haitians in the U.S. After the 
earthquake, at the urging of a number of 
Members of Congress including myself, Presi-
dent Obama extended TPS for Haitians in the 
U.S. preventing them from being deported to 
the devastated country citing among other rea-
sons, that these individuals ‘‘personal safety 
would be endangered by returning to Haiti.’’ 
That original order will lapse in a few months. 
It is clear however that Haiti is still in the midst 
of the earthquake caused crisis that led to 
TPS being granted. 

Lastly, even with the best intentions and the 
most diligent of efforts, problems and chal-
lenges will continue to affect the rebuilding ef-
forts in Haiti. A cholera epidemic, Hurricane 
Tomas, highly controversial recent elections, 
you name it, it appears it will happen to Haiti. 
Therefore patience is crucial. We must rededi-
cate ourselves to a long-term commitment to 
our neighbors in Haiti. 

Mr. Speaker, we all have an important role 
to play in Haiti’s recovery as it continues on 
this long road from tragedy to triumph. We 
know that many hard months remain ahead 
and much hard work needs to be done. 

I want to make clear to the Haitian people 
that the U.S. government commitment to help-
ing them rebuild is no less clear or strong 
today than it was on that terrible January day 
one year ago. This is a key moment for Haiti 
and for testing our commitment that was so 
evident in the days following January 12, 
2010. Normal will not come soon enough for 
the Haitian people. As we commemorate the 
tragic events that took place one year ago, let 
us redouble our commitment, support, and ef-
forts to rebuild Haiti. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
BONNIE ANN HEATH, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF THE CORTLAND 
COUNTY CHAPTER OF THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS UPON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the 
House join me in recognizing the service of 
Bonnie Ann Heath, executive director of the 
Cortland County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross upon the occasion of her retirement 
after outstanding leadership in this capacity 
from May 14, 1984 to December 31, 2010. 
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